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Digital auditing: between motivations, obstacles, and

perceived value: a field study on audit professionals
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Abstract

This study aims to explore the multifaceted landscape of digital
transformation in the auditing profession by presenting a
comprehensive study of digital auditing in terms of its concept,
importance, motivations, obstacles, challenges, and finally, the
perceived value resulting from its implementation. It seeks to
identify the main drivers that motivate companies to adopt digital
technologies, systematically classify the obstacles hindering this
transformation, and evaluate the perceived value of digitization
efforts. The study employed a questionnaire distributed to expert
reviewers, encompassing the four dimensions of the study: the
concept of digital auditing, motivations for digital auditing, obstacles
and challenges facing its implementation, and the perceived value
resulting from its implementation. The questionnaire was then
97distributed electronically to auditing professionals, totaling
questionnaires. Eighty-seven questionnaires were deemed valid for
statistical analysis, allowing for the statistical measurement of the
relationship between the study variables and the testing of the study
hypotheses using SPSS software. The regression analysis results
indicate a significant and positive impact of digital auditing on the
three variables under study, reflecting the pivotal role of this type of
auditing in the Iraqi environment. The statistical results indicate
that the digital audit dimension achieved high levels of arithmetic

, reflecting a positive attitude 4.24to 3.47means, ranging from
among the sample towards the importance of employing digital
technologies in auditing activities. The results also show that the
motivations for adopting digital auditing reached high levels of

and 4.47to 4.00importance, with arithmetic means ranging from

, reflecting a clear %89to %80relative weights ranging from
awareness among the sample of the importance of digital
transformation in developing auditing activities. The results related
to the obstacles and challenges of implementing digital auditing
indicate a moderate to high level of awareness of the challenges
facing the digital transformation process in auditing activities.
Finally, the results of the perceived value of digital auditing
demonstrate a high level of positive perception among the sample,
and relative weights 4.29to 4.00with arithmetic means ranging from
, reflecting a clear conviction in the %86to %80ranging from
importance of digital auditing in enhancing the quality of
professional performance. Therefore, digital auditing explains

2



of the change in motivations for adopting digital %69approximately
auditing. This high percentage reflects the strength of the
relationship, indicating that the development of digital auditing
practices directly enhances motivations for its adoption. Based on
these findings, the study recommends adopting a clear strategy for
digital transformation within the auditing profession in Iraq. This
strategy should include a phased plan for implementing digital
auditing tools to ensure maximum benefit from their advantages and
enhance professional performance. The study also recommends
strengthening ongoing training and development programs for
auditors in digital technologies and data analysis. This aims to
develop digital skills and improve staff readiness to meet the
.demands of modern auditing

Keywords: Auditing , Digital Transformation , Motivations , Barriers,
Perceived Value
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